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INTRODUCTION 

The Mason Neck Na t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Refuge i s lo c a t e d i n V i r g i n i a , 18 
miles south o f Washington, D.C. Nestled on an 8,000 acre boot-
shaped peninsula j u t t i n g out i n t o the Potomac River, the refuge i s 
dominated by mixed hardwood/evergreen f o r e s t s , h igh b l u f f s , and about 
300 acres o f freshwater marshes. From the i n i t i a l a c q u i s i t i o n of 
845 acres i n 1969, Mason Neck has grown t o 1,920 acres, i n c l u d i n g 789 
acres leased i n 1982 from the Northern V i r g i n i a Regional Park 
A u t h o r i t y , Three p r i v a t e inholdings t o t a l l i n g 355 acres remain. 

The refuge was es t a b l i s h e d i n 1969 as the Nation's f i r s t b ald eagle 
refuge using funds provided under the Endangered' Species Act. 
Eagles have nested and wintered on the peninsula since before the 
1700's. C u r r e n t l y , only one nest, located on the leased l a n d , i s 
a c t i v e and an average o f t e n eagles use the refuge each w i n t e r . 

Though located w i t h i n easy d r i v i n g distance f o r approximately 10 
m i l l i o n r e s i d e n t s of V i r g i n i a , Maryland, and Washington, D.C, the 
refuge has an annual v i s i t a t i o n o f under 10,000 people. This i s due 
to l i m i t e d p u b l i c use f a c i l i t i e s and competition from over 400 
nearby Federal, s t a t e , r e g i o n a l , county and c i t y parks. 

U n t i l 1974, Mason Neck National W i l d l i f e Refuge was a subunit of 
Blackwater Nationa l W i l d l i f e Refuge, I t then became an independent 
u n i t w i t h a manager and two subunits o f i t s own, Featherstone 
N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Refuge and Marumsco Na t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Refuge 
t o t a l l i n g 164 and 63 acres r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
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A, HIGHLIGHTS 

Three K i i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r a c q u i s i t i o n o f the l a s t three i n h o l d i n g s on 
the refuge were included i i i the House and Senate FY 83 Supplementary 
Appropriations B i l l i ( S e c t i o n C I . ) 

A p a i r o f bald eagles produced one e a g l e t , the f i r s t baby on the refuge 
since 1979. (Section C2.) 

The refuge received i t s f i r s t waterfowl banding quota i n March. I t was 
fo r 100 black ducks. (Section C3.) 

Headquarters was rel o c a t e d from L o r t o n about 5 miles from the refuge t o 
Woodbridge, 8 miles from the refuge. Leasing f o r both s i t e s was handled 
by GSA. (Section 1.8.) 

Mason Neck's weather i s characterized by h o t , humid summers and 
moderately'cool, moist w i n t e r s . Snow accumulation i s u s u a l l y low and 
covers the ground f o r less than a week at a time. 

During 1983, there were 19 days o f measureable p r e c i p i t a t i o n e q u a l l i n g 
48.6 inches o f r a i n f a l l . Most o f the r a i n f e l l on weekends and during 
the s p r i n g , f i e l d s were too wet f o r the farmers to. plow. The greatest 
snowfall (30 inches) since 1979 f e l l i n February and was reminiscent 
o f the b i g snowstorms o f 1969 and 1973. Extremes i n temperature were 

B. CLIMTIC CONDITIONS 
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Temperature Graph 
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Month 

C. LAND ACQUISITION 

1. Fee T i t l e 

No land was acquired t h i s year hut e f f o r t s are c o n t i n u i n g t o purchase 
the l a s t three i n h o l d i n g s t o t a l l i n g 355 acres. Three m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 
f o r a c q u i s i t i o n vmre included i n both the House and Senate FY 83 
Supplemental Appropriations B i l l . 

3. Other 

The U.S. Fish, and W i l d l i f e Service continues .to administer 789 acres 
leased from the Northern V i r g i n i a Regional Park A u t h o r i t y . The two 
parcels involved are adjacent-to the refuge and c o n t a i n the .only a c t i v e 
b a l d eagle nest on the Mason Neck peninsula and a large great blue heron 
rookery. 
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D. PLANNING 

Re s e ar ch _anH' J-̂ V̂  I g a t i pa s 

Magon Neck NR83 - "Bald, Eagle Study". (51610-1) 

George Mason I T n i v e r s i t y graduate'student • Susan L. Haines con­
ti n u e d her study of the d i s t r i b u t i o n and behavior o f bal d eagles 
on the Mason Neck peninsula. She began her work i n January o f 
1981 as a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f the formal Section 7 c o n s u l t a t i o n 
w i t h the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service regarding 
development o f the Mason Neck State Park. Although i t was 
determined t h a t the Park's planned Phase I development would 
not severely impact the eagles, concern over f u t u r e development 
led to a recommendation f o r a study of t h i s type. 

The main o b j e c t i v e o f the research i s t o determine c u r r e n t 
eagle use of the area and how i t i s a f f e c t e d by the Park 
development and r e s u l t a n t human a c t i v i t i e s . I n f o r m a t i o n 
obtained from t h i s study would be used i n f u t u r e c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
over any subsequent development. 

Mason Neck NR83 -̂  ''Bô ^̂  Home Range Telemetry Study" 
(51610-2) 

Another George Mason U n i v e r s i t y graduate student, Jonathan ¥, 
Bayless, has been studying movements,.home ranges and 
t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e r a c t i o n s o f the box t u r t l e since A p r i l o f 1981. ' 
Radio telemetry and thread t r a i l e r s are used to monitor the 
d a i l y movements of the r e p t i l e s . 

This study i s funded by a grant from the U n i v e r s i t y of Georgia's 
Savannah River Ecology Laboratory. 

Mason Neck NR83 - "Comparatiy_e_ Basking Behavior o f Chrysemys 
p i c t a p i c t a and^Pseudemys r u b r i v e n t r i s r u b r i v e n t r i s ' ' (51610y3) 

J e f f r e y Lovich of George Mason U n i v e r s i t y began observations i n 
A p r i l o f 1982 o f basking aggression i n t u r t l e s . He i s studying 
both i n t r a and i n t e r - s p e c i f i c aggression between painted and. 
r e d - b e l l i e d t u r t l e s . 

Mason Neck NR83 - "The Ecology^ of Nest Site, S e l e c t i o n i n 
Eneshwate'r ' 

Steven Gotte, also o f George Mason U n i v e r s i t y , commenced a 
study of f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g t u r t l e nest s i t e s e l e c t i o n . -
P r e l i m i n a r y r e s u l t s gathered i n 1982 were somewhat d i s a p p o i n t i n g . 
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since a l l o f the 150 nests located had been predated. However, 
r a t h e r than i n d i c a t i n g an overabundance of predators, Gotte 
f e e l s the f i n d i n g s show h i s technique f o r l o c a t i n g - u n d i s t u r b e d 
nests needs improvement. 

E. ADMINISTRATION 

1. Pgysonnel 

This s t a t i o n f i n a l l y acquired a maintenance p o s i t i o n although i t i s only 
a temporary p a r t - t i m e p o s i t i o n . John Weller was chosen and s t a r t e d 
November 28. Even though he only works 4 days a week, h i s presence i s 
making a b i g d i f f e r e n c e i n the c o n d i t i o n of refuge equipment. He has 
also improved our a b i l i t y to monitor the refuge. With most of the s t a f f 
t i e d to the o f f i c e , John i s u s u a l l y the only one who can check the refuge 
on a d a i l y b a s i s . 

The refuge also exchanged outdoor r e c r e a t i o n planners as Marian Johnson 
Pohlman t r a n s f e r r e d to Bombay Hook National W i l d l i f e Refuge i n May and 
Yvonne Schultz t r a n s f e r r e d i n from Chincoteague N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Refuge 
i n October. 

A summary of refuge s t a f f i n g over the past 5 years i s shown below. 

Table 1. 

Permanent 
Full-Time Seasonal Part-Time Temporary 

FY 84 3 1 
FY 83 3 
FY 82 2 1 
FY 81 2 1 1 
FY 80 2 1 1 

S£af£ L i s t i n g f o r 1983 

Domenick R. Ciccone,.Refuge Manager, GS-11, PFT 
Marian M. Pohlman,•Outdoor Recreation Planner, GS-9, 

Transferred-5/29/83, PFT - . " 
Yvonne M. Schultz, Outdoor Recreation Planner, GS-9, EOD 10/31/83, 
..PFT 

Barbara M i t c h e l l , Secretary, GS-5, EOD 12/14/80, PFT 
John Weller, Maintenance Worker, WG-6, EOD 11/28/83 



YCC S t a f f 

J e f f r e y S t e i n , Group Leader 
Richard P o t v i n 
Robert Roth 
J e n n i f e r Smith, assisted Group Leader 
Timothy Spence 
K r i s t i n e Houser 
Sara Junkin 
Linda Ladenburg 
Brenda St a r r 
Katherine O l i v e r 
Stuart Doggett 
Rodney North 



Page 10 

2. Youth Programs 

Mason Neck's 1983 YCC Program consisted of a 10 e n r o l l e e , 8 week, non­
r e s i d e n t i a l camp. Because o f the increase i n the size of the program 
from the previous year, the f i r s t f o r a YCC camp at Mason Neck, r e c r u i t ­
ment e f f o r t s were i n t e n s i f i e d . Five-hundred a p p l i c a t i o n s were 
d i s t r i b u t e d t o high schools, youth o r g a n i z a t i o n s , emplojnnent o f f i c e s , 
and i n t e r e s t e d i n d i v i d u a l s . News releases were submitted to four 
newspapers and two r a d i o s t a t i o n s , and notices were posted i n p u b l i c 
places such as l i b r a r i e s . As a r e s u l t , 117 a p p l i c a t i o n s were received 
from r e s i d e n t s of three counties. 

One group leader was selected from 12 a p p l i c a n t s and a summer employee, 
Jen n i f e r Smith, was h i r e d to a s s i s t w i t h the supervision of the e n r o l l e e s . 
I n a d d i t i o n , a student volunteer was used p e r i o d i c a l l y t o supervise work 
p r o j e c t s and provide environmental awareness t r a i n i n g . Refuge personnel 
also supervised en r o l l e e s d i r e c t l y on a number of occasions. 

Noteworthy work p r o j e c t s completed include c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new photo­
graphy b l i n d , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the Woodmarsh T r a i l , c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
waterfowl banding t r a p s , and removal o f o l d b u i l d i n g s and s t r u c t u r e s . 
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#4 YCC's r e f u r b i s h bike rack at Woodmarsh T r a i l . 
8/83 DRC 
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Environmental awareness t r a i n i n g consisted p r i m a r i l y of knowledge gained 
during work p r o j e c t s such as deer p o p u l a t i o n censusing, a f o r e s t 
resources i n v e n t o r y and a study of bald eagle r o o s t i n g h a b i t a t . 

We were unable to reach our goal of 3,200 e n r o l l e e work hours due to 
absenteeism. Although a l l e n r o l l e e s were given the o p t i o n o f co n t i n u i n g 
work a f t e r the 8 weeks ended, only two were i n t e r e s t e d . T o t a l e n r o l l e e 
work hours were 3,081. 

This year's YCC program was a success i n terms of b e n e f i t s to both 
refuge and e n r o l l e e s . One change which would improve the program i n 
the f u t u r e would be to reduce the e n r o l l e e to group leader r a t i o , 
enabling us to host a smaller camp. 

#5 Saying goodbye and thanks. 
8/83 DRC 
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4. Volunteer Programs 

Most volunteer work i s accomplished by f r i e n d s or r e l a t i v e s of s t a f f who 
are aware of manpower shortages and step i n when needed. Two exceptions 
t h i s year were Lee P o l l i t t and Mike Drummond. Lee i s a former employee 
whose appointment could not be extended but she continues to r e t u r n and 
monitor the b l u e b i r d nest boxes. Mike Drummond i s a student at Ferrum 
College whose curriculum requires students to i n t e r n or do 400 hours of 
volunteer service i n t h e i r f i e l d o f study. Lee and Mike both provided 
v i t a l man-hours and e x p e r t i s e t o Mason Neck. 

#5 Volunteer Mike Drummond working on a f o r e s t study. 
8/83 DRC 

5. Funding 

The funding s i t u a t i o n i n FY 83 and FY 84 was much improved over previous 
years, l a r g e l y because of a v a i l a b l e Accelerated Refuge Maintenance 
Management (ARMM) monies. This should permit Mason Neck to complete 
many badly needed maintenance p r o j e c t s . 
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The following'..table depicts the status o f refuge funding over the l a s t 
s i x f i s c a l years and: the c u r r e n t . f i s c a l ' y e a r . 

Table 3. 

Fiscal^^ Year-

1984 

1983 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n 

1 2 4 , 0 0 0 : * 

1982 

1981 

1980 

1979 

^Reduced from $149,360 
**Reduced from $82,000 

Source 

113,800 1260 
10,200 1520 

8 4 , 0 0 0 : 
32,000 1210 (MB). 

2,000 1220 (MB)' 
46,000 1240 (I&R) 

4,000 1400 (SE) 
7 5 , 0 0 0 : * * 

30,000 1210 (MB) 
1,000 1220 (MNB) 

40,000 1240 (I&R) 
4,000 1400 (SE) 

7 1 , 0 0 0 : 
22,000 1210 (m) 

1,000 1220 (MB)' 
44,000 1240 (I&R) 

4,000 1400 (SE) 
7 0 , 8 5 1 : 

24,000 1210 (MB) 
42,000 1240 (I&R)' 

4,000 1400 (SE) 
8 5 ! • 1911 (ECE) 

1 1 6 , 4 8 0 : 
22,000 1210 (MB) 
43,000 1240 (I&R)' 

3,000 1400 (SE) 
48,480 BLHP 

6 . Safety^ 

The s t a t i o n broke i t s 3-year run o f no personal i n j u r i e s t h i s year when 
YCC e n r o l l e e s received, minor i n j u r i e s i n two i n c i d e n t s . The f i r s t 
i n v o l v e d an e n r o l l e e b e i n g - h i t by a shingle, thro-wn by another e n r o l l e e 
i n horseplay, and an e n r o l l e e being'struck by a shovel she had knocked 
o f f a rack. Both i n c i d e n t s r e q u i r e d only minor f i r s t a i d and r e s u l t e d 
i n l e c t u r e s to the whole crevj- about proper behavior and s a f e t y . 
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Refuge .'staff- also managed the d i f f i c u l t f e a t o f running our only, t r u c k 
i n t o our only car on. a b l i n d ; corner oh. the refuge. .No one was h u r t but 
we d i d prove t h a t i n a..contest .'between a Chevy pickup and,Ford Escort, 
the Escort does not stand a chance. 

Safety meetings were conducted monthly w i t h ' s t a f f from Mason Neck State 
Park f r e q u e n t l y i n attendance. 

F.. HABITAT MANAGEMENT 

1. General 

Located along the Potomac River, 18 miles south o f Washington, B.C.,. 
the refuge covers.1,920 acres, a p o r t i o n o f which (789 acres) i s managed 
under lease. About 80 percent of t h i s land i s hardwood f o r e s t on g e n t l y 
r o l l i n g t e r r a i n which culminates i n steep (up to 50 f e e t ) b l u f f s along 
the Potomac. 

2. Wetlands 

The 285 acre.freshwater t i d a l Great Marsh i s the l a r g e s t marsh i n F a i r f a x 
County, accounting f o r n e a r l y o n e - t h i r d o f the County's remaining 
wetlands. 

There are no man-made impoundments oh the refuge, so the only areas hot 
subject to the t i d a l f l u c t u a t i o n o f the Potomac River are three heaver 
ponds covering about 75 acres. Their impoundments are much appreciated 
during droughts and storms. 

3. Forests 

Mason Neck i s domihated by oak/hickory f o r e s t s w i t h a. fex-y small patches 
o f pine where houses and farm f i e l d s were abandoned during a c q u i s i t i o n . 

No a c t i v e management took place during 1983. 

5. Grasslands 

The refuge.maintained two meadows t o t a l l i n g 15 acres. Mowing.to .. 
ma i n t a i n h a b i t a t d i v e r s i t y has been a problem w i t h o nly a small Kubota 
t r a c t o r f o r t h i s type o f work. 
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G. WILDLIFE 

1• W i l d l i f e D i v e r s i t y 

Despite i t s l o c a t i o n w i t h i n a large m e t r o p o l i t a n area, the refuge has 
re t a i n e d much o f the w i l d l i f e d i v e r s i t y present during c o l o n i a l times. 
Over 300 species o f b i r d s , mammals, r e p t i l e s , and amphibians are found 
on the refuge. 

#7 Snapping t u r t l e l a y i n g eggs. 

2. Endangered and/or Threatened Species 

Mason Neck was set aside i n 1969 as the f i r s t refuge established 
s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r the bald eagle. Since c o l o n i a l times, eagles have 
l i v e d and ne s t l e d on the peninsula. An h i s t o r i c summer roost used to 
be located j u s t o f f the n o r t h end o f the Great Marsh on the f i r s t land 
acquired f o r the refuge. A c u r r e n t l y a c t i v e w i n t e r roost i s only yards 
away from the no r t h boundary on s t a t e park property and eagles nest 
r e g u l a r l y on land leased from the Northern V i r g i n i a Regional Park 
A u t h o r i t y . 

Though we only peaked at 11 eagles using the refuge, dox<m. from the l a s t 
2 years, 1983 was s t i l l considered a b i g success. One eaglet was 
fledged, the f i r s t since 1979. This b i r d was banded on May 21 by 
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National W i l d l i f e Federation personnel a s s i s t e d by refuge ' s t a f f . Also, 
during the Mid-Winter Bald Eagle Survey there were 76 s i g h t i n g s o f 
eagles. This was narrowed down t o at l e a s t 10 i n d i v i d u a l s . 

#8 Who i n v i t e d you? 5/83 Craig Koppie 
NWF 
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3. Waterfowl 

Waterfowl during 1983 t a l l i e d 144,360 use days.of which 138,660 (96 
percent) were f o r ducks. Mallards (39 percent) f o l l o w e d by black ducks 
(16 p e r c e n t ) , wood ducks (13 p e r c e n t ) , ruddy ducks (7 p e r c e n t ) , and 
mergansers (7 percent) were the predominant species. 

The abundance of. mallards and black .ducks r e s u l t e d ..in .the s t a t i o n being 
given i t s f i r s t banding quota o f b l a c k ducks and-mallards. Blackwater 
loaned us a cannon net but problems w i t h i c e and t i d a l a c t i o n r e s u l t e d 
i n only two mallards being-caught.-
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4 « Mar sh and Water JBixds 

-Great blue herons were the - dominant•marsh b i r d logging 112,500 use days. 
The rookery, censused i n June, had 198 nests. Approximately 317 young 
were produced and•the p o p u l a t i o n peaked around 650 b i r d s . 

For the f i r s t time, another species was noticed t o share the rookery 
when a common egret nest was l o c a t e d . Another f i r s t was the observation 
of two white i b i s oh the refuge, 

5. Shorebirds, Gulls , T e r n s a n d A l l i e d Species 

Gulls make up the b u l k o f use by t h i s group. Predominant shorebirds 
frequenting the Great Marsh and Potomac shoreline are greater yellowlegs 
and spotted sandpiper, 

6. Raptors 

More than 10 species o f rap t o r s use the refuge w i t h r e d - t a i l e d hawks 
being the most numerous. Most are believed t o nest on the refuge but 
nesti n g s i t e s have not yet been i d e n t i f i e d . 

7. Other Migratory^ M rds 

The annual Christmas B i r d Count netted 66 species which was down 25 
percent from 1982. 

8» Game Mammal s 

W h i t e - t a i l e d deer and raccoon are the predominant species followed by 
muskrat and beaver. River o t t e r and gray fox are also p u t t i n g i n more 
appearances i n d i c a t i n g t h e i r populations are on the r i s e . 

16. Marking and Banding 

As mentioned e a r l i e r i n the n a r r a t i v e , s t a f f were involved i n banding 
one baby eagle and received our f i r s t duck banding quota of black ducks 
and mallards. Only two mallards were banded. 
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#10 Secretary M i t c h e l l and volunteer E a r l Hodnett hold the 
f i r s t 2 ducks banded at Mason Neck. 

H. PUBLIC USE 

1. General 

Refuge v i s i t a t i o n appears to be on the r i s e again a f t e r a drop i n 1982. 
V i s i t o r f a c i l i t i e s are l i m i t e d to one foot t r a i l accessed v i a a small 
d i r t road and only the more serious b i r d watcher or student i s w i l l i n g 
to t raverse the road and t r a i l . I n t u r n , they are rewarded w i t h a 
peaceful hike undisturbed by crowds. 

There are no b u i l d i n g s on the refuge accessible to the p u b l i c and l i m i t e d 
s t a f f i n g has r e s t r i c t e d contact between the Service and the general 
p u b l i c to displays along the t r a i l , several brochures, and s p e c i a l l y 
scheduled on ( i n f a i r weather) and o f f - s i t e programs. 
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#11 The only time the t r a i l got crowded was when the 
b i r d e r s were m i g r a t i n g through. MJP 

Table 2. 

V i s i t a t i o n 

Year General V i s i t a t i o n Environmental Education 

1979 8,975 427 
1980 5,279 502 
1981 6,966 2,482 
1982 4,689 1,342 
1983 5,271 721 

Data preceding 1980 c a l c u l a t e d v i a formula, a f t e r , by e l e c t r o n i c 
counter. 
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2. Outdoor Classrooms - Students 

As evidenced by Table 3, environmental education has f o r several years 
made up a l a r g e percentage o f t h e ' s t a t i o n ' s , annual v i s i t a t i o n . - S i t e s 
adjacent-to the main t r a i l and-only accessihle v i a prearrangement are 
reserved t o show'students o l d e r hardwood f o r e s t s , young,.pine-forests, 
e a r l y and l a t e succession f i e l d s , marsh, and r i v e r - h a b i t a t s while 
separating t h e i r studies and- impact from the r e g u l a r v i s i t o r seeking 
s o l i t u d e and w i l d l i f e . 

The program has great p o t e n t i a l but has s u f f e r e d c e r t a i n setbacks i n 
recent years. Twice, momentum b u i l t up through promotion and s t a f f 
working c l o s e l y w i t h groups was l o s t when the ORP p o s i t i o n remained 
vacant d u r i n g important seasons, once from September through December 
i n 1980 and again from May through October i n 1983. Another setback 
came i n 1982 when F a i r f a x County refused to permit i t s school buses t o 
t r a v e l refuge roads because o f t h e i r c o n d i t i o n . This i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
Table 4. 

Table 4. 

Year Month 

J F M A M J J A S 0 N D T o t a l 

1979 0 0 0 0 110 116 0 0 25 140 10 0 401 

1980 0 0 16 107 198 66 26 24 0* 30 0 0 467 

1981 0 0 94 187 187 601 381 157 6 290 302 0 2,205 

1982** 0 0 50 218 166 279 41 83 0 115 26 34 1,012 

1983 0 0 0 297 225 0* 0 0 0 47 90 14 673 

* S t a r t o f peri o d ORP p o s i t i o n vacant. 
* * F a i r f a x County refused .school bus service t o refuge.. 

Refuge closed, t o general p u b l i c , December through March. 

3. Outdoor Classrooms - Teachers 

Teachers have been very interested- i n the refuge b u t , w i t h o u t easy access 
f o r t h e i r classes or ..an ORP.nearby t o h a i l . them out when a student asks 
questions, are hesitant-about v i s i t i n g - o r using-the. refuge. There are 
also over 200 l o c a l , r e g i o n a l , and:'state parks nearby, competing f o r t h e i r 
a t t e n t i o n . S t a f f have had t o work hard to encourage use through workshops 
and t r a d e - o f f s where an employee f r e q u e n t l y gives a program at the school 
to prepare the class f o r the f i e l d t r i p . 
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Teacher-oriented a c t i v i t y i s shown i n Table 5. 

Table 5. 
fi I ii.ifi- • ••miff «-• im-rrrr'-^— 

Year Month 

J F M A M J J A S 0 N D T o t a l 

1979 0 0 0 1 6 14 0 0 3 0 2 0 26 

1980 0 0 0 0 14 14 3 4 0 0 0 0 35 

1981 0 0 5 34 8 65 28 67 18 20 32 0 277 

1982 0 0 4 24 32 39 7 90 94 21 7 12 330 

1983 0 0 0 28 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 48 

4. I n t e r p r e t j v e _ Fojjt TrajT 

Mason Neck has one 3 m i l e long s e l f - g u i d e d t r a i l , the Woodmarsh T r a i l , 
through f o r e s t and marsh h a b i t a t s . A brochure a v a i l a b l e at the beginning 
of the t r a i l explains 18 numbered s i t e s along the way and helps o r i e n t 
v i s i t o r s as they traverse the t r a i l . 

E f f o r t s to m a i n t a i n the t r a i l i n as n a t u r a l a s t a t e as possible leaves i t 
narrow, t w i s t i n g , c l i m b i n g , and descending i n many p o i n t s but a l l the 
more enjoyable f o r i t s n a t u r a l v a r i e t y . Improvements include spreading 
gravel or woodchips i n areas subject to erosion, i n s t a l l i n g a t o t a l of 
f i v e f o o t b r i d g e s over low spots, l i n i n g the t r a i l w i t h logs t o guide 
v i s i t o r s at confusing p o i n t s , and p r o v i d i n g a few wooden benches as 
r e s t i n g p o i n t s . The t r a i l i s not accessible to even service v e h i c l e s and 
a l l m a t e r i a l s must be c a r r i e d i n by hand or wheelbarrow. A l t e r n a t e t r a i l s 
are being planned t o provide handicapped a c c e s s i b i l i t y . 

This year, 2,565 v i s i t o r s toured the t r a i l guided hy the brochure w i t h 
20 percent or 510 using i t j u s t d uring the month o f A p r i l . Use.rapidly 
tapered o f f as the heat and humidity brought out the i n s e c t p o p u l a t i o n 
and v i s i t o r s were kept moving by e n t h u s i a s t i c mosquitoes. 

6. I n t erp r e t i v e Exhih its/Demons t r a t i p ns• 

The-refuge .maintains two d i s p l a y s along the Woodmarsh T r a i l c o n s i s t i n g 
of- a truncated pyramid shape showing-marsh res i d e n t s on each .of i t s four 
sides and a six-paneled d i s p l a y shed showing:a map of the t r a i l and 
explaining• about eagles and.'other species using-the refuge. 

J 
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For o f f s i t e use the refuge maintains a System 70 w i t h panels t h a t can be 
va r i e d depending on the occasion and two small dioramas showing pond l i f e 
purchased from a science supply house. These e x h i b i t s were displayed 11 
times at schools, l i b r a r i e s , and the F a i r f a x County F e s t i v a l . 

#12 Manager Ciccone manning the d i s p l a y at the F a i r f a x 
County F e s t i v a l . 6/83 

7. Other I n t e r p r e t i v e Programs 

Because most schools i n the area are extremely l i m i t e d i n f i e l d t r i p 
funding and we are t r y i n g to s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t i n the refuge, we provide 
some programs at the schools. This also occurs when a t r i p i s rained 
out since the refuge has no f a c i l i t i e s f o r inclement weather. 

The refuge also continues to present programs at l o c a l nursing homes when 
time permits and the Prince W i l l i a m County Juvenile Detention Center. 
Forty-two o f f - s i t e programs were given t h i s year. 

11. W i l d l i f e Observation 

Thirty-seven percent of refuge v i s i t a t i o n or 1,935 i n d i v i d u a l s were 
involved i n general w i l d l i f e observation along the Woodmarsh T r a i l . Most 
have p r e v i o u s l y toured the t r a i l using the brochure and are r e t u r n i n g to 
view the marsh or beaver a c t i v i t y . 
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12. Other WiIdli£e.JJpiented A c t a v i t y 

Sixteen percent o f - t h i s year's v i s i t a t i o n was i n some way involved i n 
photography. So f a r , use of. the p h o t o b l i n d constructed by the YCC during 
the .summer i s s t i l l l i g h t , but the b l i n d i s new and we have hot had much 
of a chance to a d v e r t i s e i t s existence. A permit (no-charge) i s r e q u i r e d 
so t h a t only one person or group i s there "at any one time, and to provide 
v e h i c l e access since the b l i n d i s l o c a t e d i n a closed area of the refuge. 

17. Law Enforcement^ 

U n t i l Yvonne Schultz a r r i v e d . a t the end o f October, Manager Ciccone was 
the only s t a f f member w i t h law enforcement a u t h o r i t y on the refuge. He 
p a t r o l l e d p e r i o d i c a l l y w i t h l o c a l and s t a t e a u t h o r i t i e s and i n December 
assisted a s t a t e trooper w i t h the a r r e s t of two s p o t l i g h t e r s along the 
n o r t h boundary of the refuge, one o f which was a convicted f e l o n . 

Manager Ciccone and ORP Schultz d i d some boat p a t r o l of the area d u r i n g 
waterfowl season and apprehended two hunters who had come ashore on the 
refuge because " t h a t ' s where the ducks were." 

Five box traps were removed from the Great Marsh but the owner was never 
apprehended. They appeared t o have been set f o r raccoon. 

I . EgU.IPMENT AND FACILITIES. 

2. R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

The YCC was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n removing one d i l a p i d a t e d boat house along the 
Potomac River near the Great Marsh which had been a t a r g e t f o r vandalism 
and made several r e p a i r s to the o l d garage t h a t acted as t h e i r 
headquarters. 

Gravel was spread on the poorer sections of Sycamore Road. 

The s t a t e s t a r t e d work r e h a b i l i t a t i n g High Point Road which serves both 
the refuge and Mason Neck-State Park, Their two lane chip-and-seal road 
seems l i k e a highxjay compared t o the previous d i r t road where you found 
potholes i n the potholes. 
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#13 The state's new road was a tremendous improvement 
over the o l d pothole-ridden s i n g l e lane access 
road. 

8. Other 

GSA decided not to renew the lease at the plaza i n Lorton where the 
o f f i c e was l o c a t e d . Space was found i n Woodbridge on the second f l o o r 
of a shopping center roughly 8 miles from the refuge and 4 miles f u r t h e r 
away than the previous l o c a t i o n . 

J. OTHER ITEMS 

3. Items of I n t e r e s t 

February 17 Martha Tacha and M i l t McCarthy of Ecological Services 
v i s i t e d the refuge. 

February 22 Jocelyn Buck on s t a f f w i t h the House of Representatives 
and James G i l l e t t , D i v i s i o n of Refuge Management toured 
the refuge. 

March 2 Refuge Supervisor-South Ed Moses v i s i t e d the refuge. 
March 31 The Friends o f Mason Neck held an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

meeting which was followed by a tour of the refuge 
on A p r i l 2. 
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A p r i l 12 

A p r i l 19 

June 6-7 

December 16 

4. Credibs^ 

ORP Schultz wrote the r e p o r t and Secretary M i t c h e l l typed i t . Assembly 
and photography was a j o i n t e f f o r t . 

K. FEEDBACK 

Rather than harp about the burden o f excess paperwork, I w i l l save us a l l 
some time and say goodbye t o 1983. Time to go on t o the next r e p o r t . 

A s s i s t a n t Regional D i r e c t o r Suzanne•Mayer toured the 
refuge. 
Refuge Manager Ciccone taught one session o f the l o c a l 
community college's W i l d l i f e Management class.. 
George Gavutis and Cindy TJptegraft conducted a program 
e v a l u a t i o n oh ..the refuge. 
Deputy Regional D i r e c t o r W i l l i a m Ashe v i s i t e d and 
helped Manager Giccone give Kathryn Skinner and 
Dan Ashe, both s t a f f . f o r the House of Representatives, 
a tour o f the refuge, 
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MARUMSCO NATIONAL. WILDLIFE REFUGE 
Woodbridge, V i r g i n i a 

Marumsco Na t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Refuge con s i s t s of 63-acres o f freshwater t i d a l 
marsh located along Marumsco Creek near i t s c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h Occoquan Bay. 
I t was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1973 from lands declared excess hy the U.S. Army and 
i s administered by the Mason Neck s t a f f . 

No management a c t i v i t y takes place on Marumsco and, i n f a c t , the refuge 
i s - v i s i t e d r a t h e r i n f r e q u e n t l y . However, Secretary M i t c h e l l ' s residence 
abuts t h i s area and she i s t h e r e f o r e able t o maintain a wa t c h f u l eye over 
i t . 

The refuge i s used by small numbers o f feeding and r e s t i n g waterfowl and 
marsh b i r d s . Mallards, black ducks, mergansers, and great blue herons 
predominate. 

Red-tailed hawks and osprey were also seen r e s t i n g i h the area w i t h bald 
eagles b e l i e v e d t o o c c a s i o n a l l y v i s i t from Mason Neck Na t i o n a l W i l d l i f e 
Refuge which i s less than 3 miles away. 

Two classes l e d by personnel from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation took 
canoe tours o f Marumsco. 
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EEATHERSTOHE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFTTGE 
Woodbridge, V i r g i n i a 

Featherstone•National W i l d l i f e Refuge i s - l o c a t e d i n Prince W i l l i a m 
County, V i r g i n i a , approximately.2 miles south of Mason Neck headquarters, 
out of which i t i s administered. The 164 acres o f woodland and 
freshwater t i d a l marsh along the Occoquan.Bay .and Neabsco Greek were 
acquired i n 1979 from the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia* 

D i f f i c u l t access to t h i s refuge, along w i t h manpower d e f i c i e n c i e s , 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y r e s u l t i n fewer . s t a f f v i s i t s than could be desired. No 
management a c t i v i t i e s took place on Featherstone during 1983. 

Very l i t t l e accurate i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e on w i l d l i f e populations 
using t h i s refuge. Waterfowl such as ma l l a r d s , black ducks and wood 
ducks are known t o frequent the marsh areas and some production i s 
suspected. Bald eagles, osprey and other r a p t o r s are o c c a s i o n a l l y seen 
f l y i n g over the refuge. Great blue heron are seen i n the marshes and 
along the bay shore throughout the year* Muskrat, beaver and deer are 
known to be present. 

No p u b l i c use i s p e r m i t t e d on Featherstone, although a considerable 
amount o f unauthorized a c t i v i t y does occur. The refuge has received 
r e p o r t s o f some i l l e g a l h u n t i n g but has been unable t o confirm o r deny 
these r e p o r t s due to poor a c c e s s i b i l i t y and l i m i t e d s t a f f time. Refuge 
s t a f f , s t a t e wardens, and the c l o s e s t s p e c i a l agent checked the area 
during waterfowl season. They found no a c t i v e signs o f v i o l a t i o n s . 


